








| : fatethe 
BRITISH CRITIC, 


¢ 
FOR wa as i ro 


JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, 
NOVEMBER, ‘AND DECEMBER, 





M DCCC, 





4 @ ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ 
Nia OUTPNAISS HOI EUDN Aas. S. Paute 











VOLUME XVI. 








a mre 
a ; eens 


London : 


PRINTED FOR F. AND C. RIVINGTON, 
NO. 62, sT. PAUL’S CHURCH-YARD. 


1800. 


oe OE ED anv 


“T 





PRINTED BY 1, RICKABY, PETERBOROUGH-COBRT, 
FLEET-STREET. 


















awh WAG IA, Vs 


hibecr 


+ 
* 
. 




















PREFACE, 








E have reached at length a folemn period in 

our literary labours. _We have feen a cen- 

tury elofe, the laft years of which have been fuch as 
hardly any century has produced. At a time of 
gloom and apprehenfion, when Faction and Impiety 
had grown infolent and menacing, and thofe princi- 
ples which our Church and Conftitution fupport, 
however numerous their private friends, had fcarcely 
any public advocates ;—among thofe who revifed new 
publications, not even one ;—at that moment of real, 
not of feigned alarm, when they who avowed them- 
felves loyal were tauntingly accufed of forming lifts 
of condemnation for themfelves; at, that period, 
though little inclined to affume a public fituation, 
we ftrongly felt, that duty bid us quit our private 
walk, to do our utmoft for the general caufe. The 
tafk which we then undertook, we can truly fay we 
have performed, asfaras human frailty allows,without — 
favour or partiality. Not indeed without affection 
and peculiar regard for thofe fentiments which we 
confider as excellent and facred; or without abhor- 
rence and indignation againft thofe which we believe 
to be fubverfive of all focial happinefs and mental good- 
nefs ;—for that would be unnatural, and was no part 
of our profeffion ;—but without unfair partiality, fuch 
as fhould lead us to extol a work in other refpects be- 
caufe we approved its tendency, or to deny the lite- 
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PREFACE. 


rary merit which, alas! we have fometimes found 
united with the worft of fentiments. The language 
of civility and polifhed life our own feelings have led 
us to prefer to harfh and offenfive cenfure, which nei- 
ther amends the perfon reproved, nor does any ho- 
nour to the critic: yet fuch reproof, as is confiftent 
with dignified feeling of propriety, we have not he~ 
fitated to make as ftrong as circumftances appeer- 
ed todemand. We have fhunned, with equal care, 
the language of adulation; and, by our retufal of 
indifcriminate praife, and our firm determination not 
to transfer our private efteem for a writer to all the 
works he may happen to produce, we have loft fome 
valuable friends. But as the partiality of authors 
for their own productions is no new complaint, 
for this event*we were prepared, and fteeled againft 
it. 

If, by a conduét of this kind, we have gained, 
(as we truft it is no felf-flattery to hope) the “public 
confidence, we may undoubtedly rely on its conti- 
nuance. In oyr plan, we fhall invariably perfevere. 
The great effort is paft ; and duties the moft difficult 
become, by practice, comparatively eafy. For our 
critical powers, they are of courfe as various as the 

multiplied aids which we from time totime obtain ; but 
our honefty is, we may venture to fay, what the French 
Republic is not, ove and indi vifible. This pervades the 
whole ; and it muft be fome fatisfa€tion to the reader 
to knew, whether he adopt our opinions or not, that 
they are fairly and truly what we think, and not de- 
vifed to ferve a fecret purpofe. From all influence 
of trade we are, and will be, as free as if no trade of 
felling books exified : and of any other influence, ex- 


cept the dctire of doing good, Wwe are equally un- 
confcious. 


Such iS our compact 


vith the public; which, at 
the clofe ot feven years” labour, and of the century, 
we think 1 proper to renew. The feafon of gloom 


is Not yet patt! Britain, atter exhautting her firength 
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PREFACE a 


to fupport the liberties of Europe, againft an over- 
bearing and predatoryforce, feemsdeftined to encoun- 
ter the affaults of Envy, blindly rufhing to its own 
deftruétion. The ftorm lowers on every fide; and 
the power that wages war againft all. duties, hu- 
man and divine, is daily gaining ftrength by vidto- 
ries. With this general afpeét opens the nineteenth 
century ; marked in its commencement, throughout 
the greaterspart of Europe, by the dejeétion of the 
good, and the triumph of the profligate. In this coun- 
try the wifdom of the Government, and the patriotic 
union of good men, have hitherto repelled the demon 
of deftruétion. They have made, even of this gloomy 
period, a time of exultation: an era of united 
{trength and vigour in the empire, of the higheft na- 
val glory, and commercial wealth. The refult is in 
Hishands who governs all things ;—to: whom the good 
fubmit without a murmur, however painful His de- 
crees. If Hehasrefolved to give men up to the wortt 
of all earthly punifhments, their own infatuated 
minds, He may yet perhaps, as hitherto fichas, make 
Britain a wonderful exception to the general lot. 
Whatever be the end, retired and patient fcholars 
fould, above all others, be prepared to know and 
teach the line of duty. Our officevis clearly marked. 
it is, to wield the arms that we are competent to 
ufe, in defence of a pure church and wifely ordered 
ftate, as long as Heaven fhall think the nation worthy 
of thofe eminent diftinétions. Beyond that, we re- 
fufe to fpeculate ; nor will we meet the opening cen- 
tury with any worfe-omened fentence, refpeCting 
qur national polity, than 


BSTO PERPETUA. 


Let us, however, quit the flate of Politics for that 
of Literature; and firft, as ufual, of 


Divinity. 





















PREFACE. 


Divinity. 


If we take the moft important work which our 
half year’s labour has furveyed, the firft place muft 
undoubtedly be given to the Annotations on the Four 
Go/pels, publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Ellefly*. The ju- 
dicious and highly ufeful nature of this learned com- 
pilation, leaves us nothing to wifh but a continuation 
of the work through the remainder of the facred 
volume: a labour, which the fame fpirit will readily 
undertake, and the fame judgment perform with 
equal credit. The Bampton Leétures, preached by 

r. Richardst, next demand our notice. They. form 
a volume, in which the divine origin of Prophecy is, 
with great ftrength of reafoning, and fingular elo- 
quence of language, illuftrated and maintained ; and 
afford a proof, that the fpirit of a poet is well cal- 
culated to give life and vigour to the leffons of the 
theologian. The Paforal Care, a pofthumous work 
of the able divine, Dr. Alexander Gerard{, has ren- 
dered that fervice to the Church of Scotland, which 
our own has long derived from the work of Bifhop 
Burnet, publifhed under a fimilar title. Dr. Fobn 
Smith, another clergyman of that Church, has alfo 
publifhed a work of the fame tendency, entitled 
Leftures on the Nature and End of the Sacred Offices. 
It is a work of piety and merit, but not calculated 
to fuperfede the prior publication. A volunteer in 
the fervice of Theology, of great worth and rational 
piety, has added to his work, the Morfeis of Criticifm|, 
a fecond part, purfuing the-fpeculations and enquiries 
of the former to a further extent. Mr. King’s par- 
ticular aim is to provide anfwers to the more fubtile 
opponents of Chriftianity, and to trace, with the 


* No. Ill. p. 225. We obferve that, by an error of the prefs, 
we have called this annotator’s vicarage, Buren/ton, inftead of Burnefion, 
p. 226. + No. IV. p. 379. t No, U. p. 172. 

§ No V. p. 562. =] No. VI. p. 661. 
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fame humility as before, the completion of the fa- 
cred oracles. To fuch a writer, and fuch a defi 
we fhould be very inconfiftent if we did not wi 
fuccefs. In a volume, entitled @ Ca// for Union with 
the etablifhed Church, Dr. Hunting ford* \abours fire- 
nuoufly to remove the prejudices of Diffenters, and 
to explain how trivial in general thofe matters are, 
at which they allow themfelves to take offence. 
Nothing indeed can more fully illuftrate the impofii- 
bility i bringing men to be of one mind, than; the 
failure, in that refpeét, of the cautious, wife, and 
truly primitive compilers of our admirable Liturgy. 
Whatever be its effeét, Dr. Huntingford’s attempt 
is highly laudable. 

Of Sermons colle&ted into volumes, we have no- 
ticed fome, whofe merit demands our further tefti- 
mony. Among thefe, Mr. Cowe’s Twelve Sermons, 
on the Advantages of Chriftianityt, may claim an early 
and an honourable place. The tratts fubjoined are 
alfo ufeful, and drawn up with a benevolent defign 
to aflift the poor. The Sermons of Dr. Dalglie/ff, 
on the Doétrines and Duties of Chriftianity, denote a 
ftudious mind in the writer, and require it. in the 
reader; but they are worthy of the attention they 
afk, and cannot be read without advantage. The 
fpirited eloquence of Mr. Sydney Smith's Six Sermons§ 
gave confequence to a fmall volume, and excites a 
1ope for more laborious and equally fuccefsful efforts 
of the fame pen. The feleétions from Bofuet, which 
Mr. Ferningham put together, will ferve as.a f{peci- 
men, to the Englifh reader, of an eloquence, with 
which, in its native form, he might not ever, perhaps, 
have made acquaintance. Sermons and Charges, in 
a feparate form, have occupied their ufual fhare in 
our lucubrations, if fo we may be allowed to term 
them. In this clafs the Charges of two Bifhops de- 


* No. VI. p. 640, + No, Il, p. 118, t No. III. p. 2e7. 
+ No. IV, p 138 : ith. 
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phy take the lead; though we confefs ourfelves 
“f6 old-fafhioned as to think even the office of thofe 
iters a lawful claim to precedence. The Bihop of. 
béfer* ,in aclear and manly pe bo declares his caufes 
“for fatisfaftion, and for apprehenfion in his diocefe, 
‘and adds fuch exhortations, as muft'tend infallibly 
‘to* promote the caufe of Chriftian piety. The ad- 
‘Monitions of the Bifhop of Lincolnt, are equally well- 
tittied and falutary ; and the clergy of that extenfive 
“ditcefe, feem well-difpofed to fecond the pious 
Withes of their able advifer.' The Charge of 
Archdeacon Woodboufet, in the diocefe of Lichfield, 
is a manly and fenlible compofition, directed imme- 
diately to the fpecific objets of the meeting. Some 
Vifitation Sermons of merit have alfo come to our 
hands. Among thefe (for we fhall not attempt to 
notice all) that of the Rev. Fohn Brand§ holds a 
confpicuous rank. The novel ftatement, accom- 
panied with its proof, that the prevalence of detmo- 
cratic principles was among the caufes that increafed 
the miferies, and precipitated the final deftru€tion ot 
Judea, ftamps a peculiar value on this Sermon, 7. 
Hare's Sermon||, before the Archdeacon of Gloucef- 
ter, gives a view of the clerical chara¢ler, and its 
Operation in a country refidence, which, though very 
found and judicious, is in fome refpeéts new. The 
alarming attempt of a lunatic on the life of our 
beloved Sovereign, gave Mr. Daubeny occafion to 
write a Sermon, ftrongly expreflive of the loyal and 
religious fentiments, which diftinguifh a good fubject 
and.a good Chriftian. An able difcourfe is alfo fub- 
joined by him, to his remonftrance to Mrs. More**, on 
her interpretation of St. Paul. Towards the ap- 
plication of prophecy to events of recent date, fome 
laudable attempts have been made by Mr. Fadertt, 
and Mr. Mojfeley{t. ‘The full folution of thefe diff- 


' 


* No, II. p. 196. No, ILI. p. 294. t No. I. p. 87. 

§ No. |. p. * | No. I, ps a. @ No. IL. p. 203. 
® No, Vi. pe» 687, +t No, lV, Pe 444. tt No, lV. P- 443- 
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PREBACE. vii. 


culties time only can give, and his fentence is not yet 
declared. With thefe we may conclude our account 
of feparate Sermois ;-not that there are not “others 
on which we have beftowed a well-deferved com- 
mendation; but if their general merits are nearly equal, 
their fubjeéts at leaft’are not fo important, as hots 
of the few which we have here enumerated. 
A few fmall works, on fubjects connected with 
Divinit¥, remain yet to be noticed. Zr. Brew/fler's 
Meditations of a Reciufe*, form. a volume of moderate 
fize, in' which many ufeful reflections are brought to- 
gether. A fimall tract, profeiling to offer Serious Con- 
fiderations on the Signature of Tefimonials}, refers the 
‘reader to the beft authorities on the importance of 
the priefthood ; and ftrongly argues again{t relaxing 
the falutary cautions devifed to guard the itroduc- 
tion to it. Ina mora] and doétrinal view, the late 
excellent Mrs. Bowdler had -conlidered the facred 
book of the Revelations} ; and, her pleafing tract, firtt 
publifhed entirein the courfe of the laft year, will be 
accepted as a’ valuable companion by many pious 
readers. The anonymous Obfervations on the Seventh 
Form of Roman Government§, difcufs a difficult fubje& 
with ‘great’ propti¢ty and judgment ; and though, in 
our opinion, they do not fully reach the truth, yet 
they make ‘a near approach to it, and clear away con- 
fiderable errors. 


Po.LiTics. 


if. we make, on this occafion, rather a rapid'tranfi- 
tion, from Divinity to Politics, let us plead ia out 
detence, that the fame tranfition is made in the cele 
brated textof St.Paul||, whichevery public writer fhould 
keep in view, and whichone at length, witha moftcom- 
mendable {pirit, has aflumed as his permanent motto. 


* No. I. p. 53. + No. II. p. 205. ft No, V. p. 560. 
No. V. p, 564. | Fear God, honour the King. M eter 
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Vill PREFACE. 


As our motives have been always the famé, fo are we 
alfo equally ready to avow them. In this clafg of 
literature we have nothing of magnitude at prefent 
to notice; but feveral traé&ts which, from the im- 
portance of their fubjeéts, and the ability of the 
writers, demand refpeéful attention. The fubjeét 
of Union, long predominant, has lately given way 
to atopic much lefs pleafing, the Searcity of Gorn, and 
the exorbitant price of all provifions. Among thefe 
writers, however, we have not in this volume made 
much progrefs. Two traéts, of fingular merit, will 
alone be mentiuned here. The one, which has fre- 
quently been alluded to in the debates of Parliament, 
combats, by found and mathematical calculation, 
the notion induftrioufly diffufed for the purpofes of 
mifchief, that War enhances the price of Bread. 
This pretence, Mr. Fohn Brand, well known for many 
valuable traéts on political fubjeéts, has proved to be 
dire&tly contrary to fa&t and experience* ; by docu- 
ments, which, if difaffe€tion had any modefty, would 
prevent the repetition of the falfehood. Another 
pamphlet, entitled ¢ Temperate Difcuffion of the Caufest, 
&c. appeared, though anonymous, with the rumour 
of a moft refpeftable name attached to it; and cer- 
tainly was fo written, as to do credit to any author. 
Of this we gave a view, which would probably lead 
many readers to a further examination of it, and 
confequently to partake the fatisfa€tion which we 
received from the perufal. 

The Bill propofed for preventing the union of 
the parties convitted of Adultery, has occafioned 
fome able publications. Of thefe, one which pur- 
ports to be the Speech of Lord Auckland, on the fub- 
je, deferves particular attention[. A traét, entitled 
Thoughts on the Proprjety of preventing Marriages found- 


* No. [V. p. 431. We noticed a fermon by the fame author, p. vie 
+ No, VI. p, 619. t No. I, go, 
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ed on Adultery*, handles the fame topic with clear- 
nefs, force, and judgment. Should the propofal be 
reconfidered by the legiflature, thefe arguments will 
doubtlefs have their weight. 

In a {mall work, bearing the title of Mora/ity united 
with Policy, Mr. Fellowes}, a young and {pirited wri- 
ter, delivers many ufeful truths, in a manner nota 
little impreflive. If we thought it neceflary to cau- 
tion him on fome points, it has never been without 
feeling refpeét for his abilities and good intentions. 
Mr. Hamilton Reid's tra&t, on the Rife and Diffolution of 
the Infidel Societiest, would not demand a place in this 
clafs, were it not for the ftrict union long eftablifhed 
between Atheifts and Jacobins. The fame focieties 
are zealous to deftroy Religion, and to undermine 
focial order; and, moft commonly, to baffle the one 
defign is, by the fame effort, to fupprefs the other, 
Mr. Reid fpeaks of atrocities which he himfelf faw, 
and of corruptions from which he has fince happily 
efcaped. 

Three pamphlets, noticed within this volume, re- 
fer exclufively to French affairs. Of thefe, the firft 
is the narrative given by Job Aimé, of the Deportation 
to Cayenne§, and his own fhipwreck and efcape: a re- 
lation, which places the deporters{in which clafs the 
Firft Conful now ranks,) nearly on a par with the 
guillotiners. The book, entitled Le dix-buit Bramate|| 
(the 8th of November, 1799) written by Roederer, the 
confidential Minifter of Bonaparte, was brought for- 
ward by us, as containing a complete exhibition of 
the depravity of all the revolutionary governments 
of France, to the commencement of the prefent 
ufurpation. So far therefore the account is fummed 
up; and all that we have ever faid againft the fuc- 
ceflive fyftems of that country is conkrened by the 
authority of the perfons beft able to decide—thofe 
actually living in France. Some other hand will 


* No. V. p. 568. + No. IV. p. 413. t No. II. p, 19¢. 
§ No. I. p. 95. | No, Ill, p. 301. . 
hereafter 
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hereafter continue the tale with fimilar fuccefs, 
A kind of continuation is promifed in the’ pam- 
phlet, entitled France after the Revolution of Bona- 
parte* ; but as it canfifts of fpeculations rather than 
fa€ts, it does not fully anfwer the purpofe. It con- 
tains, however, many obfervations that deferve at-. 
tention. 7 


Law. 


Though Law is nearly conneéted with Politics, 
the tranfition from French Politics to Englifh Law is, 
we acknowledge, a wide ftep. May it never be 
fhorter than it is, unlefs they will make it fo by the 
amendment of their plans! Let as, make no ap- 
proach. Yet, when we fpeak of our Military Law, 
we fpeak of that which, from our peculiar cireum- 
ftances, has received lefs cultivation than any other 
part: hence the Eflay of Mr. Tytler, on that fubjeétt, 
opens almoft a new field, and digefts much ufeful in- 
formation in a clear and fatisfattory order. Nor do 
we deny that improvements may ftill be made in 
other branches of our law, though not @ /a Frangoife. 
How much attention has been wanting to eftablith 
proper regulations for the immenfe Commerce of the 
River Thames, the Treatife of Mr. Co/qubount, on that. 
fubjeét, abundantly. explains. He propofes im- 
provements alfo, and very ably co-operates in the in- 
troduction of them. It is, on the contrary, with re- 
ference to ufages long eftablifhed and approved, that 
Mr. Tidd has drawn up his Praétical Forms§ ; a work 
which, as an Appendix to his excellent. book on the, 
Practice of the King’s Bench, the profeffion of the 
Law will very gladly receive. 


History. 


A few works only, but thofe of confequence, re- 
quire our notice in this clafs. Swzfer/and, hitherto 
devoid of a regular hiftorian in the Englith language, 


* No. V. p. 567. In the original, ** Les Adieux a Bonaparte.” 
+ No, Il, p. 131, t No. V. p. 514. § No, VL. p. o 
as 
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has found in Mr. Planta all fhe could have withed. 
His Hiffery of the Helvetic Confederacy*, is a clear and 
candid narrative, fufficiently detailed to give a due 
intereft and importance to the work, yet free from 
that minutenefs which is only pardonable when writ- 
ten in and for the country where the heroes lived, 
and the incidents took place. We concluded our 
account of it in this volume, which was commenced in 
the preceding. in this volume alfo we concluded 
our report on Dr. Somerville’s Hiffory of the Reign of 
Queen Annet, the third work of that kind from the 
pen of the fame author, of whofe abilities and in- 
duftry they afford an honourable proof. A tranfla- 
tion of Ml. Anquetil's Summary of Univerfal Hiftory}, 
gave us occafion to bear teftimony to the approved 
abilities and unftained charaéter of the author; but, 
at the fame time, alas! to lament his fufferings under 
revolutionary tyranny. “The book is a judicious 
and ufetul abridgment, free from, evil principles, 
and very fit to be ufed in- the inftruétion of youth. 
Mr. Henfhall has planned a work. illuftrative of 
the early hiftory of this Ifland, of which the Speci- 
meus and Parts already publifhed§, leave nothing to 
apprehend but the want of perfeverance, even in an 
active author, to complete his own defign; or the want 
of fufficient curiofity in the public to give him due 
encouragement. ‘To thofe who do not poffefs the 
more finifhed work of Col. Beatfon, the Review of the 
War in Myfore, by Col. Wood, may afford fatisfaGtory 
information. Its fault is want of arrangement ; but 
the materials are perfectly good. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


Witha mixture of praife and controverfial argu- 
ment, we went through the laborious work of Mr. 
Allwood, entitled Literary Antiquities of GreeceY. Our 
diflent refpeéting particular paflages has, we lately 

* No. I. p, 23. + No. I. p. 46. ¢ No. Ill, p. 2420 
§ NowViip. ages a NoVA Ge. - ie Lig 65. 
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xii PREFACE. 


find, occafioned another book. The very uncertain 
and conjeétural nature of the whole was, from the 
firft, a principal obje€tion to the work ; if the author 
fhould have found out fubftances in the midft of his 
fhadowy matter, we fhall be glad to find them with 
him. Of the thirteenth volume of Archeologia*, we 
have examined only a {mall part, towards the clofe 
of our prefent volume; our general opinion will there- 
fore bereferved to a fubfequent Preface. The Hiflory and 
Antiquities of Leicefterfhire, proceed without any remiflion 
of diligence in their indefatigable compiler ; and the 
firft part of Vol. III,+ contains a mafs of information 
greater than the whole of what would formerly have 
been deemed an adequate County Hiftory. If Mr. 
Nichols, who proceeds with the zeal of an Aineas, 


antiquam exquirere matrem, 


fhould be rewarded, like that hero, with a comforta- 
ble fettlement in her maternal fields, we fhould be 
among the firft to rejoice at his reward. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Of Mr. Malone's edition of Dryden’s Profe Workst, 
the principal part, containing original matter, is the 
Life of Dryden. Though the minutenefs of refearch 
which is obfervable in this Life, has afforded fome 
amufement to a.wit, there are few who will not feel 
grateful to the author's afliduity for the chief part of 
the information it has colle&ted. The Life of Doétor 
Hildefley, Bilhop of Sodor and Man, compiled by Mr, 
Butler§, is a tribute to the memory of a valuable 
man. We muft not, in fuch cafes, too rigoroufly 
enquire whether all that the biographer gives be truly 
worthy of record, left we check the fpirit of enquiry. 
Some interefting particulars are repeated, and others, 
firft related, by Adr. Coxe in his Memoirs of Handel and 
Smith\|; a work benevolently intended to affift the. 
relations of the latter, with whom Mr. C. became in 
fome degree connected by the fecond marriage of 

* No. VI. p. 585. + No. IV. p. 345. No. IU. p. 284. 
§ No, V. p- ea : | No. IV, p. + als ati a 
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his mother. Cafara’s Hifory of Catharine [I,* is ren- 
dered almoft fuperfluous by Mr. Tooke’s Life of that 
Emprefs, yet will probably be fought by fome readers 
as an original record. A new Biographical Diétionary, 
compiled by Dr. Watkinst, adds fomething to the 
number of names; but, from the plan of the work, 
the notice given of them is extremely fhort. An 
imperfe&t Life of Wafhington, by a writer of the name 
of Corry}, rather excites than gratifies curiofity ; but 
muft fill a place till fomething more elaborate fhall 
appear, The Annual Necrology§, is a work written 
on a good plan, and is fure to gain attention, at a 
time when biographical notices are certainly more 
fought than at any former period. 


VovacGEs, TRAVELS, AND GEOGRAPHY. 


We begin this clafs, which never fails to be rich, 
with a work of fingular merit and intereft, Captain 
Turner's Account of his Embafjy to Tibet, The lit- 
tle that hitherto had been made known refpeét- 
ing the embaflies of this gentleman and Mr. Bogle, 
to the Tefhoo Lama, had awakened an ardent detire 
for further information, which Captain Turner has 
at length gratified, by a modeft, but very fenfible 
and pleafing narrative. Among voyages, few: of 
Jate years have been fo important as that of Captaig 
Vancouver. Our account of the publication refpeét- 
ing it, was begun in the preceding volumeG. Of 
gratifying the illuftrious voyager himfelf by the jul 
tribute of our commendation, there was: unfor- 
tunately no poflibility, even from the firft. The flowers 
we ftrewed upon his grave were given with a zea- 
lous, though in fome degree a tardy hand; but 
honours and celebrity were not wanting, anda work 
for which all the world enquires with avidity, has 
little occafion to be announced. We have nothing 
further, under the head of toreign travels, to report, 


* No.1. p.g4. + No, IV. p. 453. t No. IV. p.4s55. 
§ No.l. p.gg. = ff No.L p.i; 177, Vol. xv, p. 579. 
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except the hort yet interefting work which Mr. Antes 
has publifhed, the retult of a long refidence in Egypr*. 
They who have the moft interefting matter to re- 
late, feem the leaft inclined to bring it forward; 

and Mr. Bruce, Captain Turner, and Mr. Antes, have 

all agreed in condemning the public to a long fuf- 
pence for narratives, which they alone were able to 
communicate. 

As we have united Geography with Travels, on 
the prefent occafion, we fhall here introduce the 
Periplus of the Erythrean Seat. Dr. Vincent is, in fa&t, 
a careful and intelligent traveller and voyager, who, 
though he does not a€tually encounter the perils of 
land and water, firuggles manfully againft the diffi- 
culties which oppofe him in the fea of learning ; and 
travels, with companions long.deceafed, through re- 

ions little known either in ancient of modern “days. 
The refult is the produ€tion of works full of curious 
information, which cannot otherwife be gained. 

To return to aétual travellers, Dr. Garnett treads 
the ground which Johnfon trod before him; but 
viewing things with different eves, is no whiéie an- 
ticipated by his predeceffor. His Zour through the: 
Highlands}, is a work for the ftudents of natural, ra- 
ther than of moral and political philofophy; and 
partly by obfervation, partly by ¢ompilation, colletts 
abundance of faéts. North Wales has, in its turn, 
been explored by Mr. Bingley, whofe Tour§ will be 
adopted as a guide to future Towrifs, and a com- 
panion to botanizing travellers, who will be more 
anxious for the habitations of rare plants; than thofe 
of the richeft proprietors of the mountains or their 
mines. Mr. Salmon's De/cription of Ancient and Modern 
Rome|, which is now completed in two volumes, 
will tor a time, we fear, be the only introduétion 
Engliihmen can have to the actual ftate-of that ve-,. 
nerable city. It will at leaft be the readieft and the 
cheapett; for.works of more elaboration and beauty, 

®* No. VI. p. 667. + No. V, p s+ VI. G45. 
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‘are almoft as difficult to be purchafed, as Rome is to 
be vifited. : " 
































Non cuivis homini contingit. 


From aftual and perfonal travels let us pafs to 
the excurfions of imagination. | 


PoETRY. 


If the Britifh Mufes {mile not upon their votaries 
at prefent, it muft be becaufe, like vain coquets, 
they are made infolent by the number of their ad- 
mirers ; for certainly they were never more courted 
than at prefent, by lovers of all ranks and defcrip- 
tions. “They-are not, however, fo difdainful, as fome 
difappointed fwains reprefent them, but give to 
many of thofe who follow them fufficient marks of 
favour. Among original Poems, the firft place muft 
undoubtedly be given to Mr. Cortie’s Alfred*, an epic 
poem, if not of rhe highett rank, or moft exquifite 
polith, yet fpirited and interefting ; diverfified in cha- 
racter, and of excellent moral tendency. We would 
fain fay fomething commendatory of Mr. Hayley’s 
Effay on Sculpturet, but can rife no higher than this ; 
that it may be allowed to clafs with its brethren, 
written on fimilar fubjeéts, allowing them all the 
privileges of elderfhip, and the conftant right of pree 
cedence. The elegant volume of Poems produced 
by the Barlof Cariiflet, confitts of compofitions that 
would have pleafed without the decorations, and of 
engravings that would {tampa value on inferior works, 
ItishonourabletoanEnglith nobleman,tohaveplanned, 
and fo far co-operated in this union of the polite arts. 
Mr. Thompfon, like another Poet already mentioned, 
feems to tall below himfelf in his laft produétion, en- 
titled Piétures of Poetry§.: We meation it, however, 
becaufe though we cannot indifcriminately praife, 
we allow it not to be devoid of merit. The Summer's 


* No. VI. p. 607. | + No. VL p.670.  %WNo.V. p. s4o, 
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Eve*, a Poem of Mr. Bidlake, rifes, on the contrary, 
above the ufual ftrain of the author ; while the Jon- 
nets, and other productions, of Mr. Dimond Fun.t dif- 
play a poetical talent, in a ftate of progrefs towards 
maturity: a progrefs, which we would by no means 
check in any inflancée. ‘Two .colle€tions of minor 
Poems, the produétion of various authors, deferve 
fuch commendation as thofe lighter efforts can 
achieve. ‘Ihefe are the Meteors, publithed periodi- 
cally, but collected afterwards i into volumes ; and the 
Annual Anthol aev§, printed colleétively at the pe- 
riod mentioned in the title, and appearing now for 
the fecond vear. The Poems of Ass. Bannerman | 
difplay much beauty of vertification, and are in other 
re{pects worthy of patronage. 

Almott in the mid-way, ‘between original writing 
and tranflation, ttands Mr. WV ay's {pirited and } angeni- 
ous verfifieation of the ancient Fab/iaux(. 
turat flow of original compolition, with that moderate 
feafoning of antiquarianifm, which conneéts it with 
the wra of Romance, without difappointing the cul- 
tivated ear; thefe, and other merits, confpire to form 
a work very fingularly pleating in its kind. It might. 
‘perhaps have been continued further ; but the in- 
exorable vets gf Death has precluded all fuch ex- - 
pectations. _ Among more exact tranflations, we 
eould dwell with pleafure on the new one of the 
Georgics, te production ot dr. Sotheby** ; but our 
critique being yet unfinished, we fthall defer our {pe- 
cific character of it to a future occation. The jirf 

Book of Lucretius}}, has been rendered with fome fpi- 
rit, though without fuficient accuracy, by an anony- 
mous author. We mingled praife and warning in 
our account.of the publication ; ; and, if the author’ 
thould proceed, our remarks. may perhaps be of ufe 
to encourage him to due exertion. Mr. Hoole’s 


tranflation of Meta/taflott, greatly augmented in th’ a 
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prefent. edition, is a work .that.difplays an author 
highly qualified for his tafk ; and is well calculated 
to gratify thofe, whofe curiofity for that byanch of 
Literature is not feconded by a knowledge of the 
original language. 

Allan Ramjfay's Poems*, republifthed, appear in a 
ftate of augmentation and correttnefs beyond any 
prior edition. By a fpecies of critical chemiftry, we 
were able to feparate the component parts of the i-. 
luftrative matter, though endeavoured by the editors 
to be-blended. We could have gone further, and 
added pretty firong conjectures, but that it has never 
been our practice to diftover thofe who, for any pri- 
vate reafon, chofe to remain coacealed. Our account 
of the Works and Life of the pride of Ayrthire, the 
truly poetical Rodert Barust, has been by- accident 
{ufpended. We purpofe next month to refume it; 
iid to do that further juitice to the fubjeét, which 
every reader of congenial feelings will rejoice to fee. 

We have referved for theclofe of this article the 
fmaller Poems which we have before commended ; 
but of thefe, when all fubtraClions have been made, 
the number is reduced. totwo. Of thefe, the Poem in 
which the indignant Mufe of Gifford devotes an of- 
fending fcribbler to everlafting intamyt, is by far the 
more remarkable, The Sans Cu/otides, whole unknown 
author fiyles himfelf Cincinnatus RighhawS, depote @ 
»en well fkilled in vertification; and if the feveral 
sus fail, in fome degree, to attach and intereft the 
reader, yet they contain few paflageg of which a cri- 
tic can with juftice fay, that they are ill-conceived or 
feebly written. 

DraMATic, 


This fubject will not long detain us, The Dra; 
matic Mufes,are either more coy than any of their- 
fifters; or they have difcovered, which we rather fuf- 
pect, that their yotaries pay a fecret and difgraceful 

omage to Plutus, by which the ardour of their of- 

* No, HI. p. 264. t+ No. LV. p. 366. t Yo P. Pindar, 
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tenfible devotion is flackened, and their efforts wafted 
on theatrical tricks and popular nonfenfe. Such 
worfhippers are indeed unworthy of their favour. 
The extent of our record on this occafion amounts 
only to three pieces ; two Comedies, and a Mufical 
Drama. Among thefe, the Comedy of Jndifcretion* 
takes the lead ; the author of which, Mr. P. Hoare, 
feems to pay more attention than the generality of 
his brethren of the fock, to the once refpeéted laws 
of dramatic writing. Speed the Plought, a popular 
Comedy, by Mr. Bilas has livelinefs and chara€ter; 
what it has againft it, if the audiences cannot dif- 
cover, it is not our bufinefs, i sis place, to tell. The 
Egyptian Feftivalt is, according to the author, as good 
a Drama as he could compofe, under the controul 
to which a mufical piece is liable... This claim we 
are not inclined to difpute, and therefore add it to 
our fhort dramatic lift. 


NoveELs. 


Were we to form this part of our account accord- 
ing to the current report of various circulating libra- 
ries, it would outfwell the reft of the Preface; but, 
as we take and give more cautious Opinions, a very 
few names will complete our prefént catalogue. The 
Memoirs of Modern Philofophexs§, have attra€ted a 
Jarge hare of the public notice, and turn out to be, 
as we are informed, the prodution of alady. They 
certainly poffefs a merit, in the ferious part equal, 

esbaps, to any thing of the kind that has appeared 
for many years. But the comic part is rendered te- 
dious and difgufting by extravagant exaggeration, 
which totally deftroys its effeét. Caffle Rack-rent\, 
on the contrary, another anonymous ftory, pleafes by 
a conftant vein of natural and almoft unfufpetted 
humour; and feems to paint with truth, charatters 
that are affvredly not a little extraordinary. Very 
different in ftyle from both of thefe, but managed 

* No. I. p. 198. + No. V. p. 555- t No, IV. p.237- 
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with judgment and propriety, is the allegorical ’ 
flory of the Pi/grim Good-Intent*, an imitation pro» 
feffedly of the Pilgrim Progrefs ; but ‘an imitation in 
many refpef’s fuperior to the original, and of the 
moft beneficial tendency, The Ya/es tranflated from 
the Perfian, by Mr..Scottt, are chiefly valuable, as 
exaét reprefentations of the original ftyle; but lefs 
calculated, on the whole, to pleafe in Englith, than 
fich as are not fo ftudioufly correét. : 
Naturaz History AnD ParILosopny. 

Few works, in.any branch of ftudy, have more 
gratified the public by their plan, or by their actual 
execution, than the General Zoology of which Dr, 
Shawt has publifhed one extenfive volume, and is 
almoft immediately tg fend out a fecond. Equally 
avoiding the eloquent prate of Buffon, and ‘the dry 
feverity of fyftem-makers, he gives his hiftory of the 
animated creation ina ftyle, which will at’ once 
amufe and inform. Of Profefor Vince's Sytem of 
Afironomy§, nothing can be faid that is not favour- 
able ; but as our account of it is yet incomplete, we 
fhall referve our definitive opinion to another occa- 
fion. ‘There is little more that at prefent demands 
our.notice, even in the extenfive clafs which we have 
here formed. Mr. Parkinfon's ufeful book, entitled 
the Chemical Pocket-Book|, compreffes and arranges 
much information in a nafrow fpace.. The tenth of 
Count Rumford’s Effays, contains, as ufual, much in- 
genious inyeftigation tor the public benéfit; and the 
tranflations of Scherer on ga/feous Bodies, and sBrifjon 
on Minerals**, will be acceptable to ftudents in their 
refpeétive branches of enquiry. As agriculture has 
become philofophical, and philofophers have become 
farmers, we may mention, finally, in. this divifion, 
Mr. Marfall’s Rural Economy of the Southern Counties, 
a work that contains more. diligent enquiry, more 
ufeful knowledge, more candour and good’ fenfe, 

* No. I. p. § + No. I. p. 83. No. V. p. 523. 
§ No. VL . Sera } No. IV: p. 38qe f No, beret. 
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likely to be publifhed. The are the deliberate 
thonghts of a competent judge; they are. generally 
the crude and hafty remarks of ignorant and preju- 
diced men, whofe mitfion is a job, and whofe publi- 
cation an infult upon common fenfe. 
TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. _ 

Animated by the {pirit of its inftitution, the So- | 
ciety founded at Calcutta by Sir William Jones, 
continues to fend out its inftruétive volumies. But 
not fending copies hither in fuffiicient number to 
fupply the demand in any proportion, the work has 
been here reprinted, and the fifth volume of the 
Afiatic Refearches* was reviewed by us from the 
Englifh edition. We confidered jt at fome extent, 
and thal) be happy to refume the notice of it, w hen. 
we obtain the additional volumes, which are faid to 
have arrived. ‘The Royal Society, exceeding even 
their ufual ftores of valuable information, publithed, 
for the year 1800, three parts, inftead of two, of 
their Philofophical Tranfaétions. Of thefe, we have 
examined the firftt, and find it all that can, be 
wifhed, for the honour of the Society, and the fatie- 
fa€tion of the public. 

MEDICINE, 

We feem in this clafs to be lefs amply fupplied 
than ufual ; but whether the fault arifes from our- 
felves, or an a€tual deficiency in the publications, we 
will not undertake to pronounce. The much agi- 
tated fubjett of the Cow-Pox has occafioned fome 
traéts, of which the moft ufeful, for bringing expe- 
riments together, appears to be that of Me. ermor{. 
The fecond part of Mr. Blair's Effays§ on the Venereal 
Difeaje, purtues the examination of the antifyphilitic 
powers of acids, which the author feems completely 
to refute ; allowing, at the fame time, that for pur- 
pofes diftin&t from the ufe of mercury, they may at 
times be introduced with real advantage. The work 
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of Mr. Noab Webfter on Epidemic Difeafes*, whether 
his reafonings be adopted or not, contains a fingit- 
larly curious. colle€tion of faéts, and well deferves 
the attention of the enquirer after medical know- 
ledge. A -compilation, entitled the Edinburgh Prac- 
tice of Phyfic and Surgeryt, offers the advantages which 
are common to fuch colleétions; that is, an abridged 
report of medical faéts which are to be fought in 
detail, for actual practice, in very different ‘works. 
The. fourth volume of Dr. Duncan's Annals of Medi- 
cinet, is amply ftored with valable information, and 
therefore continues to deferve the attention of ‘the 
medical world. The well-known, work on the Dif- 
eajes of Seamen, by Dr. Blane§, has received fuch 
augmentations and improvements, in its third edi- 
tion, as the unremitting attention of the learned 
author has been able to fupply. Dr. Gibbes, by 
means of new experiments, has been enabled to 
make fome additions to the known accounts of the 
Bath Waters; but the fecond part of his treatife, 
which is yet to come, will be more ftriétly medical 
than the prefent. -Adr. Parkinfon's Ho/pital Pupil], is 
a manual of the fame ufeful kind as his Chemical 
Pocket-Book, already mentioned**, and marks a very 
Jaudably and well-direéted indutftry. 
MIscCELLANIES. : 

A few works, not perfettly obedient’ to our gene 
tal planof arrangement, will complete our prefent ac- 
count. In this hit, the firft place muft undoubtedly be 
given to Mr. Dunfter’s pleafing book, on Milton’s early _ 
acquaintance with Fo/hua Sy/veftertt; abookealculated 
to illuftrate the poetical progrefs of Milton (for in 
its ftudies, the brightett genius muft proceed pro- 
greflively) without detraéting an atom ee his me- 
rit. Mr. Kollmann’s able book on Mujfical Harmonytt, 
was reviewed with attention, and very juftly ap- 
proved. The difputahts on- the fubjedt of Homer 


* No. IE. p. 160.’ + No, ILl. p. 297. t i.e. for 19799- 
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were’ not overlooked; Mr. Fa/coner* in the firft place, 


and afterwards Mefrs.: Morritt and Francklint, ali 
hoftile to the Bryantian fyftem: Mr. Wharton's de- 
fence of Bruce, and appofition to Mr. Brownt, isa 
book of fome intereft and amufement. ‘Fhe Add¢ 
Gualtier, long diligently employed in the inftru€étion 
ot youth, has thrown fome light upon the art of 
making Abridgments§, and analyzing the fenfe of 
authors. The American Rufh-Light\, written by Mr. 
Cobdet, witha punning allufion to the name of the 
perfon attacked, is rendered amufing, even on this 
tide of the Atlantic, by the abilities of the author ; 
and rclates fome very curious faéts. In a traét, en- 
titled the Ejfence of Malone, Mr. George Hardinge® has 
thought proper to attack the biographer of Dryden; 
and for a few pages his banter is lively and amufing; 
but it owes the fize,of a pamphlet to repetitions 
without end, and a minutenefs of criticifm, more 
fatiguing than the minutenefs of refearch to which 
it is oppofed. .Among works fubfidiary to learning, 
Mr. Carey's Latin Profody** deferves a very honoura- 
ble place. The diligence of the author in refearch, 
aid his clearnefs in precept, will add pleafure to in- 
firuction, whenever his book is ufed. The edition 
of Sheridan's pronouncing Diétionary, with the improve- 
ments of Ar. Sa/montt; fhows to what degree judi- 
cious management may comprefs extenfive informa- 
tion; aud affords a new proof of the indefatigable 
indufiry of the author of Stemmata Cag 2 We 
fhall conclude, by the mention of Mr. Noebden’s 
German Grammar, a work, which in fome material 
oints of inftruétion, is either original, or fuperior to 
all its predeceffors. i 
We clofe our prefent retrofpeét with a with, in 
which all readers will join: that, in a literary or in a 
litical view, we may never have a worfe half-year to 
look back upon, than that in which the prefent vo- 
lume was compofed. | 
* No, IL. p. 212. + No. IV. p. 418. t No. II, 
p-2iz, § No, Ill. p.337. || No. V. B57! & No. VI. 
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